
Exterior Colors - Cautionary Recommendation 

 
When your home was constructed, the stucco color was embedded in a product 
called Merlex.  Merlex is distinctly different from paint 
(https://www.merlex.com/color-coat-stucco.php). 
 
When you need to repaint your home, you will typically choose paint for the 
stucco, not Merlex. As a result, you cannot count on an exact match. 
 
For best results, purchase a small quantity of each color to be used -- stucco, 
trim, garage door, shutters and front door -- and paint up swatches for 
comparison to the current colors. 
 
Sherwin Williams provided the paint colors listed on the Web site as starting 
points for you to match the original color of your home. In no case does 
Management or the Association assume liability if you are dissatisfied with the 
color you apply. 
 
Q&A: 
 
Q: I used the colors listed on the Web site, and they did not come out the same 
as my original. Where did the Web site colors come from? 
A: Sherwin Williams, the paint company, translated color numbers from the 
colors initially used in the community to colors available today. These are 
approximations. Your results may vary from the original. 
 
Q: What if I purchase a small amount of paint and the swatch does not match? 
Do I need an Architectural approval to change my paint color? 
A: If the swatch does not exactly match, but you are satisfied with the color, go 
ahead and paint.  If you are dissatisfied with the color of the swatch, and wish to 
change your color scheme to a different color scheme, you will need architectural 
approval. 
 
Q: What might influence the color match? 
A: As mentioned previously, if your original stucco was Merlex, using paint may 
not turn out identical to the original color.   Also, all colorants fade over time, 
especially in sunlight, so components such as garage doors, shutters etc. will 
most likely be faded by the time you decide to paint.  Further, garage doors, front 
doors and shutters may have had color pre-applied by the manufacturer. The 
Sherwin Williams paint colors on the web-site may not be a perfect match to the 
manufacturer's paint. 

 

https://www.merlex.com/color-coat-stucco.php
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